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         ZONTA CLUB OF BOCA RATON AREA 

JULY— 2022 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 July 5—Zoom Board Meeting,     
6-8 pm, email info to follow 

 July 20—Business Meeting, 5:30 
social, 6 pm dinner, Pavilion 
Grille 

 Aug 2—Zoom Board Meeting,     
6-8 pm, email info to follow 

 Aug 17—Business Meeting, 5:30-
8 pm, Place TBA 

September is CAMPUS SEXUAL 
AWARENESS MONTH 

 Sept 6—Zoom Board Meeting,     
6-7 pm, email info to follow 

 Sept 21—Business Meeting, 5:30-
8 pm, Place TBA 

Oct. is DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS MONTH 

 Oct 4—Zoom Board Meeting,      
6-7 pm, email info to follow 

 Oct 19—Business Meeting, 5:30– 
8 pm, Place TBA 

 Nov 25 International Day of the 
Elimnation of Violence Against 
Women 

 Nov 25—Dec 10: 16 Days of   
Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence 

ZONTA CLUB OF BOCA RATON AREA 
P.O. BOX  3974 

BOCA RATON, FL 33427 
HTTP://WWW.ZONTABOCARATON.ORG 

President—Shirin Weisman 

Vice President—Shelly Olkey 

Treasurer—Amy Robbins & Alice Chick 

Board of Directors 
  Cindy Felsten, Loretta Fink, Nancy Thompson 

Recording Sec’y, Bus.—Kim Mays & Jan Furtado 

Recording Sec’y, Bd—Jo Kuczenski 

Corresponding Sec’y—Cooky Duboff  

President’s Message 
 

Dear Boca Zontians and Friends, 
 I wish you all a Happy and Healthy 4

th
 of July! 

 We are proud to announce that Lena Kalandjian, Zonta Club 
of Boca Raton’s 2022 YWPA Scholarship winner is also the YWPA 
District 11 and an International Scholarship recipient! Lena is high-
lighted on pg. 2. 
 Three of our members attended the Zonta International Con-
vention in Hamberg Germany. Some of the highlights of their attend-
ance are on pages 4 and 5. 
 With your help, the Zonta Club of Brooklyn announced that to 
date $30,000 was collected by fellow Zontians and friends and sent 
to Zonta clubs in Ukraine. Fortunately, there were 12 Ukrainian 
members in attendance at the International Convention. They were 
given a table in the Convention Marketplace to continue their efforts 
of raising funds to help people escape the conflict. Donated funds 
are being used to set up and maintain several shelters. 
 Also a winner is our very own District 11! We are one of the 
recipients of the 2020-2022 Zonta Service Recognition Award for its 
success with the “Free the Girls” bra drive, see pg 3.  Please help us 
to continue the good work by supporting them in their Summer of 
Inheritance Project, visit them at www.freethegirls.org  
 Our club will be hosting various service projects in our com-
munity in the coming months. All are welcome to come out and give 
service to those in need. 
 Please help us spread the word ZONTA, Building a Better 
World for Women and Girls through service and advocacy. 

   Sincerely,  

   Shirin   

Zonta Club of Boca Raton Area — Boca Raton, Florida 
District XI - Club No. 765 

- Chartered  - March 3, 1975 
A Member of Zonta International: 30,000 members in 66 countries  

working together to improve the lives of women and girls. 

Contact info for Susan Ander 
Banyan Place 
2950 NW 5th Ave 
Boca Raton, FL  33431 
Cell phone 956-454-4647 

http://www.freethegirls.org
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2022 Young Women In Public Affairs Recipient 
 

Lena Kalandjian is an Armenian-American from Parkland, Florida who has a passion for 

fostering anti-violent communities. After co-founding her school’s Students Against Vio-

lence Everywhere (SAVE) Promise Club in 2018, Lena implemented community-wide vio-

lence prevention and diversity education programs that impacted thousands of local 

students every year. Her club has been nationally recognized 8 times and awarded sev-

eral stipends and grants to continue its work. Lena also served two years on the National Youth Advisory Board 

of the non-profit gun violence prevention organization Sandy Hook Promise. Not only did she help organize and 

lead the Sandy Hook Promise’s National Youth Summit, but she also worked with the Biden-Harris Presidential 

Transition Team, the National Center for School Safety, and TIME Magazine to elevate youth perspectives and 

spark positive community action. 

 

In high school, Lena was Executive President of Student Government, Concertmaster of the Chamber Orchestra, 

a Varsity Track & Field and Basketball athlete, a Student Coalition Leader of the Cultural Intelligence Team, and 

Team Lead of the All-Women’s Underwater Robotics team. Next year, Lena will be attending Vanderbilt Univer-

sity as Chancellor’s Scholar to major in Human Organizational Development. She seeks to channel her experienc-

es into building better institutions wherever her path takes her.  
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From the past and  
into the future! 

Please remember to bring items for our charities—Butterfly 
House accepts toiletries and cash donations; Women’s Circle accepts 
coloring books and crayons for the children’s area and toiletries for 
the clients; Boca Helping Hands accepts all non-perishable foods 

for the pantry.   
All items are accepted at dinner meetings and if you can’t make it, 

contact Shirin  
and she will make arrangements to pick them up. 

“Do your little bit of good 
where you are; it’s those little 
bits of good put together that 
overwhelm the world.”   

 
 - Desmond Tutu 

“In the end, it is important to re-
member that we cannot become 

what we need to be by remaining 
what we are.”                            

– Max de Pree 
American Business Man and Writer 

We want to welcome and congratulate our incoming Area 3 Director and Vice Area 3 Director, LaToya 
Johnson and Marva Titley-Smith!  Now that convention is over, we will experience new goals, new roles 
and new accomplishments for our clubs and Zonta around the world. 
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2022-2024 Election Results 
Direct from Hamburg 

65th Convention in Hamburg 
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65th Convention in Hamburg 

Keynote Speaker 
Marissa K Conway 

 About 2,200 members were in attendance. Many never got their luggage & when leaving many of us had 
our flights canceled. Europe flight travel is a mess from being severely understaffed.  
 President Sharon ran an excellent convention. Registration & credentials were easy to get through. I 
attended an excellent workshop Saturday morning, unfortunately, the afternoon one was not so good as I was 
hoping to gain some valuable info.  
 We heard from good speakers and as always met women from all over the world. I especially appreciated 
learning how impactful we are with the international projects – a highlight!  
 Our District 11 members were able to take photos together, I look forward to seeing it soon. The market-
place was smaller than usual. The Zonta store was loaded with items. The closing banquet was very nice. I 
thought the convention was very well organized & people were thoughtful.  
 There were 12 Ukrainian members in attendance. They gave a presentation, and it was a real tear-jerker.  
 Brisbane will host in 2024 and 2026 back to North America! 

My experience at the 65th International Convention of  
Zonta in Hamburg, Germany – by Cindy Felsten 

 
 Getting to Hamburg was a breeze until the train that 
stops directly at the convention center refused to go because it 
is electric & there was a possibility of a thunderstorm! That 
gave me the opportunity to talk with a Z-Club member (from Sri 
Lanka) who currently lives in MA attending a university there. 
We all ended up making our way there by Uber to the CCH.  
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